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Published on 1 March 2010, this Green Paper: 

· Identifies briefly the general situation and global relevance of forests; 

· Describes the characteristics of EU forests and their functions; 

· Identifies the main challenges faced by EU forests in a changing climate and how they could compromise for-
est functions; 

· Presents an overview of the tools available to ensure forest protection, and of the existing forest information 
systems that could be used to address the challenges and monitor environmental impacts and effects of ac-
tions. 

In addition, it raises a series of questions relevant to developing options for future forest protection and information in 
the EU under a changing climate. The responses from EU institutions, Member states, EU citizens and other inter-
ested stakeholders will inform and guide Commission considerations regarding any additional action at EU level to 
better prepare EU forests for climate change, and enhance the fulfilment of their functions. It may also provide input 
for discussions concerning the possible update of the EU Forest Strategy on climate related aspects. 

Closing date for consultation responses is 31 July 2010.  

For full details visit: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/forests_en.htm 
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