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The Black Country Approach to Living
Landscape

Transforming the Black Country Environment
Black Country as an Urban Park
Beacons Corridors

Communities
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The Context
What are the existing assets?

« Ancient woodland and a century
of new woodland creation

¢ Heathland and Grassland of
high quality

« Rivers and Canals

« Water Voles, Otters, Polecats

« Peregrines, Black Redstarts

« Orchids, Wax Caps

« The most varied urban geology
in the world

« A million plus People
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A Web of Remarkable Biodiversity
Wildlife Sites, Corridors, Open Spaces and gardens

¢ Linked network of
open spaces and
habitats

« Well documented

¢ Already a focus for
recreation

¢ Multi-functional
¢ Abundant wildlife
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Biodiversity - Rivers and Canals
A network of waterways and open spaces

« A network of
physical links for
wildlife and people

e Species of national
importance

« Major resource for
tourism and
recreation

e Education
opportunities
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Geodiversity
A Globally Important Geological Resource

e Support to the Black
Country Geopark

« Managing key sites

* Enhancing existing
wildlife sites

* Increasing
educational use

* Engaging with local
communities
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Accessible Natural Greenspace
Spaces for Nature

No person should live more
than 300m from their nearest
area of greenspace

There should be at least one
accessible 20ha site within
2km

There should be one
accessible 100ha site within
5km;

There should be one
accessible 500ha site within
10km.
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Lifelong Learning

« Out Of School Learning
a national priority

¢ Eco-Schools & Healthy
Schools

« Local wildlife sites as a
resource for schools

¢ Raising understanding
and awareness for all
ages

« Interpretation and
promotion of natural
assets
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Tourism
Increasing the range of leisure opportunities

Encourage green and
sustainable tourism
Improve image and
profile for the region
Organised events
and informal
destinations

Linking with other
heritage assets and
attractions
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Health
Nature is Good for You

« Build on existing
good practice
promoting walking

* Green gyms

« Links to pollution and
environmental quality

¢ Mental health

¢ Volunteering for
wildlife
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A Robust Partnership
Engaging across all sectors

Dudley
The four Unitary Authorities
Government Agencies: EA, FC, NE
Strategic bodies: Black Country BNGLAND
Consortium, Black Country Tourism Wolverhampton
The Voluntary Sector —#®

major Businesses

Biodiversity Action Plan Partnership
Geodiversity Action Plan Partnership
LSPs, PCTs, LSCs
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Benefits to the Black Country
What the Living Landscape will deliver

* The Black Country as the UK'’s first sustainable
urban landscape

* Making sure that initiatives to address the new
environmental priorities have the most beneficial
impact

« Broadening engagement in natural heritage -
make the Black Country a better place to live

« Enhancing image and distinctiveness
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Social and Economic Benefits
A better place for people to live and wor

« Regenerating deprived areas

« Making environmental
improvements

¢ Enhancing local
distinctiveness

¢ Enhancing local image
¢ Crime and community safg}V
* New business opportunitie
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Where are we now?

¢ Setting the foundation for widespread CI — sites,
methods, tools, issues?

« Submitted Access to Nature Bid — fingers crossed!

¢ Producing smaller, more focussed funding bids for
particular sites or projects

« Making links to other initiatives — Landscapes for Living,
Tame Valley Project, Biodiversity Enhancement Areas,
BC Environment Infrastructure Strategy, BC Local Food
Initiative (linking schools to WM farmers)

« Exploring potential links — EA Tameway, Birmingham
Strategic Rivers, Forest of Mercia, BC GeoPark, potential
future World Heritage Status for canal network, Dudley
Healthy Town Programme
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