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Landscape ecology is dead: long live landscape ecology!!

This is my last editorial so why not be
controversial (for a change)? When we first
set out on this great adventure we were
concerned about habitat loss and
fragmentation - very much under the spell of
MacArthur and Wilson. ‘Landscape’ was
defined at a kilometres-wide scale and the
focus was on what you could see out of an
aircraft window. We thought we had a novel
perspective - something unique.

Few people up to that point (the mid-1980s)
had tried to take into account interactions
between habitats. Look at the ecology
textbooks from that time: there was an
underlying assumption that ecosystems were
somehow pristine and if we wanted to do
ecology, we had to go and find homogeneous
stands and ignore external effects (actually,
many texts still do this). Population ecology
largely ignored immigration and movement in
the landscape - concentrating instead on
birth-death processes. Marc-André Villard
suggested that we all became bedazzled by
the intrinsic intellectual appeal of concepts
such as habitat fragmentation and island
biogeography - the latter has now been
subject to so much criticism that people now
largely ignore it altogether.

One problem with landscape ecology now is
that everyone's doing it. Landscape ecology is
not confined to Landscape Ecology (the
journal) and even the BES, which was once so
suspicious of landscape ecology it called one
of its symposium volumes 'Large-scale
Ecology, now appears to recognise the term
to the extent that they even have a
'landscape ecology' theme at their Annual
Meetings.

There is an increasing recognition that scale
is important yet landscape ecologists are, by

and large, predominantly interested in real
landscapes. Monica Turner gave us a scale-
independent definition of landscape - a
"spatially heterogeneous area” but most
landscape ecologists ARE still interested in
what you see out of aeroplane windows. There
are pragmatic reasons for this: first, because
we live in landscapes and we want them to not
only look nice, but also to function well; and
second, because we can use science to inform
planning and policy. Consequently, in one
sense IALE has been successful in bringing a
landscape-scale perspective to the fore, but
in another, there's no need for landscape
ecology now because the term is in such wide
use that it has now become integrated into
the wider ecological literature (see examples
in this edition). Hence, landscape ecology is
dead - long live landscape ecology!!

From the next issue... a new broom. Ben Allen
will be taking over as Newsletter Editor -
please send articles to him (or respond to his
appeals!l). I've enjoyed my stint (ina
masochistic sort of way). And if any of you
want to discuss any of the issues I've raised -
feel free to do so (or buy me a pint and talk
about something else, I don't mind!).

In the meantime, I'm going to revisit the
MacArthur-Wilson model - T think its demise

is premature. Watch this space.

Duncan McCollin

To contact Ben:
Benjamin.Allen@English-Nature.org.uk
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Out with the old and in with the new (again! Ed)....

Three years ago I went to the TALE(UK) Avian conference at UEA. I was a year
into my PhD (without a single result to show for it - a slightly unnerving feeling
that no doubt many a PhD student can relate tol), I didn't know much more than
the basics of landscape ecology and knew even less about birds. So when I
arrived I was a little apprehensive. This feeling promptly evaporated when I
discovered a very welcoming organisation with a friendly atmosphere, something
I think sets TALE aside from so many other organisations. Three days later,
Sarah McKenzie and T had both volunteered to become the student
representative for TALE(UK). Although I had resisted this to start with, after
being plied with sufficient pints it seemed like an excellent idea!

With two of us volunteering, Sarah and I decided to share the role and set
about increasing student membership and setting up a friendly forum for
landscape ecology students to meet and share ideas. I hope we have been
successful in some way in these tasks: In December 2003, Duncan McCollin
helped us to hold the first student meeting - a one day event to get to know
other postgraduate students whose research involved landscape ecology:; in
December 2004, we held a two-day FRAGSTATS workshop with Ben Allen who
guided us through practicals in FRAGSTATS and Patch Analyst; we have also
arranged social get-togethers at the annual conference to encourage new
students who are attending on their own. Student membership has increased
four-fold over the past couple of years (OK, so it was only six to begin withl),
which is a fantastic start that we hope will continue in the future.

Student turnover is inherently high, making the role of student representative
an active one. It is now the end of Sarah's and my stint as Student
Representative and we pass the baton to Aleks Kazmierczak. We would like to
thank the members and committee of TALE(UK) for making our time as student
reps great fun and very rewarding. Over to Ola ...

Bella Davies

New Student Rep

My name is Aleksandra Kazmierczak - but my friends call me Ola.

I am originally from Poland but have been living, studying and working in England
for over two years. I arrived here in 2003 as an exchange student, expecting to
stay for 5 months - but I enjoyed studying here so decided to stay for longer.

At present I am a Research Assistant at the University of Salford, working on a



European project titled Improving the quality of life in the Large Urban
Distressed Areas’ (www.luda-europe.net).

When at home in Poland T studied Geography at the University of Warsaw. I
graduated in Geoecology with a dissertation examining environmental resilience
to pollutants emitted by municipal landfill (how did I survive soil sampling on hot
summer days?).

In England I studied for the MSc in Environmental Resources at the University
of Salford, and thanks to the contagious enthusiasm of my colleagues from the
Urban Nature research group (www.els.salford.ac.uk/urbannature) I have
developed an immense interest in landscape ecology in the urban context. In
July 2005 I graduated having completed a dissertation on the functionality of
the ecological networks implemented in local planning documents in Greater
Manchester.

My interest in urban ecosystems and my love for Manchester resulted in the
subject of my PhD project: 'Ecosystem health and social inclusion: the case of
urban green spaces’. The project begins in April 2006 and is generously
supported by the ESRC, NERC and Greater Manchester Planning Officers Group.
My research findings will hopefully provide an evidence base for the policies on
ecological networks and green infrastructure in Greater Manchester as well as
address the important issues relating to how different groups of people use the
green infrastructure of cities. I feel this project will be a big challenge but also
an exciting opportunity fo contribute to the enhancement of urban biodiversity
and improvement of quality of life of people living in 'my’ area.

I am enthusiastic about my new role as student representative for the TALE
(UK). I hope we will enjoy working and learning together... But let's have a good
few laughs along the way, too!




Report on 2005 Conference by Bella Davies

I was able to attend this year’s IALE(UK) annual conference due to the Association’s
kind support, both through a Student Conference Travel Award and support given to
the Student Representatives on the IALE(UK) Committee. Having just completed a
PhD, I had no research or personal funds left, making IALE(UK)’s contribution
invaluable! The topic of this year’s conference brought landscape ecology back to a
theme relevant to all of us — “People, Planning and Practice’. Talks were kicked off
by John Boothby who gave an excellent introduction to the whole conference, setting
the legislative scene and planning process and stressing the importance of
communication and stakeholder involvement. Further talks and the landscapes
discussed were diverse. Tai and Dunnett showed how ancient Chinese philosophies
relate to contemporary sustainable landscapes and Velarde et al. presented an
evidence-based approach that documented the biodiversity impacts of common
landuse changes. Several talks investigated species movement, biodiversity and
restoration in contrasting landscapes, from UK gardens to landscape-scale restoration
of the Australian bush, covering hundreds of thousands of hectares. It was
particularly exciting to see landscape tools in operation, such as the Kent Landscape
Information System, which provides a web-based GIS platform to advise on
appropriate wildlife habitat (re-)creation. | thoroughly enjoyed this year’s conference
and would once again like to thank IALE(UK) for making it possible for me to attend.
IALE conference 2005

And from Mary Webb..

I was very grateful to receive an IALE student grant to attend this year’s UK
conference on “Planning, People and Practice” at the University of Northampton in
September. As a (very) mature PhD student who has not done much academic work
for many years, | felt quite daunted before the event. However, the papers were all
stimulating and, even better, relevant to the real world, demonstrating how landscape
ecology can work in practice across the UK, Europe and beyond. I found the cultural
aspects of landscape ecology particularly interesting, such as the paper by Fairclough
and Herlin on what the term “countryside” really means and the work on human
identification with landscape in the Chilterns described by Hamilton and Selman. On
a larger scale, the work in Italy by Pungetti on ecological networks and ecoregions
which recognises the importance of the cultural dimension of landscape, using an
holistic approach to landscape and planning, was particularly relevant to aspects of
my research. On a practical level, the paper by Wilson on the landscape restoration
work in Victoria, Australia, demonstrated clearly the use of GIS in applying landscape
ecology to on-the-ground work to achieve real results. The conference renewed my
enthusiasm for my research and again | would like to thank IALE (UK) for assisting
me to attend.



Out now!!
The proceedings from the 2005 should be available for purchase later
in November. See the website for details.

Planning, People and Practice

The landscape ecology of sustainable landscapes

Proceedings of the 13 Annual IALE(UK) Conference held at
The University of Morthampton, 2005

Edited by Duncan McCollin and Janet |. Jackson

ialcl[4

The UK Chapter of the International Association for Landscape Ecology

Some images from the 2005 Conference....




Want to see more? Go to...

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ialeuk/
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ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR PAPERS

Annual Conference 2006
Oxford Brookes University
September 5th-8th 2006

Water and the Landscape: The
Landscape Ecology of Freshwater
Ecosystems

Water is an integral and key part of the landscape - shaping topography, sustaining
ecosystems and providing a variety of habitats. Despite its importance, water
guality and aquatic ecosystems suffer continual degradation as a result of
pollution, drainage, over-abstraction and many other factors. The effective
protection and management of freshwater ecosystems requires a holistic approach
that links waterbodies with their surrounding landscape.

Landscape Ecology is the study of the interactions between the temporal and
spatial aspects of a landscape and its flora, fauna and culture. It has traditionally
been focussed on terrestrial systems with freshwater ecosystems being largely
ignored. There is now an urgent need to integrate ‘aquascapes’ into landscape
ecology to ensure successful management of the whole landscape.

The aim of this conference is to bring about this integration, considering all types
of waterbody and their interactions with landscapes.

Topics will include:

 How do aquatic systems fit into landscape ecological principles and
planning?

e Waterbodies as barriers, corridors and stepping-stones

e Freshwater systems in different landscape types (both natural and man-
made)

e Landscape interactions of plants and animals with aquatic systems

e Landscapes within waterbodies

e Catchment management and the Water Framework Directive

» Waterbodies as part of Agri-Environment Schemes

= Restoration of wetlands and other aquatic habitats

= Spatial management of the freshwater landscape

e Future directions for aquatic landscape ecology

This conference will be of particular interest to planners, practitioners, national
and local government bodies, researchers and NGOs. Please submit presentation
or poster abstracts of 300 words to Bella Davies by January 13th 2006 at
brdavies@brookes.ac.uk. Papers for conference proceedings will be required by
May 2006 (Oral papers up to 8 A4 pages; posters up to 4 A4 pages).

The booking form will be added to the IALE(UK) website (www.iale.org.uk) shortly.



Student Conference Travel Award

The TALE(UK) awards a number of travel grants to students studying
landscape ecology at a UK university. The award is open to all students
with an interest in landscape ecology. In general, awards are designed to
assist postgraduate students to attend the annual conference of
TALE(UK) and for research postgraduates fo attend other meetings,
including the European and International Meetings of the TALE.

Please apply to:

Dr Janet Jackson, Secretary IALE(UK)
School of Applied Sciences

The University of Northampton
Northampton NN2 7AL

Email: janet.jackson@northampton.ac.uk

Vice-President Nominations - latest

The IALE(UK) committee nominee, Duncan McCollin, sadly, was unsuccessful in
his bid for world domination - the vacant posts went to Maria Kozova (Slovak
Republic) and Sandra Luque (Argentina). For more details see the TALE Bulletin.
Congratulations are extended to Maria and Sandra from everyone in TALE(UK)!



Landscape Character and Biodiversity: Countryside Character Network
workshop review

By Paul Mahony, Countryscape

On May 10th 2005 the Countryside Character Network held an event at the
Manchester Conference Centre entitled: ‘Landscape Character and Biodiversity’.
Chaired by Philip James of The University of Salford, the workshop highlighted the
importance of landscape-scale processes and patterns for biodiversity, which is now
recognised as a crucial aspect of the cultural landscape and a key contributor to
health and well being. In particular, the event explored the methods and outcomes of
projects that have used Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) to move away from
site-based conservation towards landscape-scale approaches, involving a diverse
range of stakeholders — helping to deliver benefits for biodiversity and for people.

The morning session began with a presentation from Jonathan Porter of
Countryscape, entitled ‘Landscape and Biodiversity — Working Together'. This
introduced the role of LCA as a tool for biodiversity planning and targeting, exploring
the link between landscape character and biodiversity as products of the interaction
between natural and/or human factors. It recognized the need to take account of
local variations in landscape character in the development of wider ecological
networks, as well as the benefits of using landscape-scale approaches to engage
with partners and communities.

This was followed by a presentation from Stephen Preston of English Nature —
entitled ‘Emerging Visions of England — Whither or Wither Natural Areas?’ - which
explored the role of LCA as a tool to gauge the appropriateness of habitat creation;
ie. providing a strategic overview of where habitat restoration or re-creation should
occur. It suggested that Natural Areas, the framework of bio-geographic zones used
by English Nature, do not delve sufficiently into the cultural elements of the
landscape, and that other landscape-scale frameworks should be explored in order to
help set context for designated sites. It also stressed the importance of landscape
monitoring projects, such as Countryside Quality Counts (CQC), to help gain a better
understanding of land management and environmental outcomes.

Next came a presentation from Chris Bolton of Defra’s Rural Development Service
(RDS), which posed the question: how can we ensure that the evident synergies
between biodiversity and landscape character at the broad scale can be transferred
down to locally distinctive landscapes? It outlined the role of landscape within Defra’s
Biodiversity Strategy and Agri-Environment Schemes, recognizing the need for a
holistic approach to biodiversity — one that promotes change from focused protection
to positive management and restoration. Agriculture was identified as the main
deliverer of biodiversity, and several examples were given of how the previous Agri-
Environment Schemes had delivered benefits for biodiversity and landscape.

The morning session concluded with a presentation from Craig Blackwell of
Oxfordshire County Council, providing an overview of the Oxfordshire Wildlife and
Landscape Study (OWLS) — a 3 year National Demonstration Project, aiming to
undertake a combined landscape and biodiversity appraisal of the county. The
project was designed to fall within the Joint Character Areas and Landscape
Description Units (LDUs) level 2 frameworks. As a result of the biodiversity appraisal,
it was possible to design a basic scoring system that allocated a specific ‘bioscore’
for each of the LDUs, based on the number and type of habitats they contain. The



bioscores were grouped into 6 broad biobands, which were then highlighted on a
biomap. By overlaying the identified landscape types with the biomap, it was possible
to demonstrate the variation in bioscores both within and between different
landscape types. The study is now being used for a variety of purposes, such as
informing the planning process, Environmental Stewardship Schemes and
community strategies. It is available online at www.owls.oxfordshire.gov.uk

The afternoon session started with a presentation from Jess Allen of Herefordshire
Council, giving a summary of the Herefordshire Lifescapes project under the title
‘Grass Roots and Great Crested Newts’. The project was hatched in spring 2003 with
the aim of extending nature conservation principles and practice from designated
sites to the wider ‘working’ countryside and, in particular, to involve local people in
the process of planning and creating ecologically functional landscapes. As with all
Lifescapes projects, digital mapping (GIS) was used a tool for collating and analyzing
environmental datasets to plan habitat conservation, restoration and (re)creation at a
landscape scale. Furthermore, the Lifescapes remit has extended beyond simply
consulting with communities. Using LEADER+ funding, the project is now assisting
local people to carry forward their ideas into practical action, such as the creation of
woodland paths, pond restoration and the construction/monitoring of bird and bat
boxes.

The final presentation of the day came from Rebekah Newman of the Peak District
National Park Authority, outlining the Vision for Wildlife Project — a partnership project
with English Nature, aimed at enhancing, extending and linking sites of high wildlife
importance. In short, the Vision project takes a holistic, landscape-based approach to
the conservation and restoration of priority Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) habitats. It
involves both defining a “Vision for Wildlife” and implementing habitat conservation
and restoration with the aim of achieving the vision. During 2004/05 the project has
contributed significantly to the achievement of Peak District BAP targets and has
proved effective in both engaging with and involving local communities, while
engendering commitment from local businesses, naturalists and partners. There is
now commitment within the Authority to continue the project into 2005/06 and
potentially beyond.

Both the morning and afternoon sessions were followed by periods of lively and
productive discussion. Key outcomes included:

» LCA can be used to deliver biodiversity gains: it is up to those engaged in both LCA
and biodiversity to take advantage of this.

» There are benefits to be gained from landscape and biodiversity professionals
working together. It is important to find a way of breaking down the silos that might
exist between the two camps, and a holistic approach to landscape may be a way to
achieve this.

» There is much enthusiasm surrounding the new agri-environment schemes, but
there may be some gaps that will need to be filled by other schemes in order to gain
the maximum advantage. Although landscape character-based biodiversity schemes
are often resource-intensive, there are funds available for projects of this sort, such
as through the Heritage Lottery Fund’s ‘Landscape Partnerships’ scheme.

* When planning future landscapes, it is important to think creatively and to consider
their ecological function. In some cases, new landscapes may be the most
sustainable option.

* Projects that combine landscape and biodiversity have succeeded in engaging local
communities to deliver real environmental improvements.

Full proceedings of this workshop, including the minutes of the discussion sessions,
are available on the Workshops page on the CCN website.



The Countryside Character Network (CCN) is an informal network, open to anyone
who has an interest in Landscape Character Assessment and its applications. To find
out more visit the website at www.ccnetwork.org.uk
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Diary

IALE Meetings:

2006 Water and the Landscape: The Landscape Ecology of
Freshwater Ecosystems Annual Conference of IALE (UK),
September 2006, Oxford Brookes University
See notice in this issue

2007 World Congress, Wageningen, The Netherlands. 25 years
Landscape Ecology: Scientific Principles in Practice. See:
http://www.landscape-ecology.org/

See http://www.landscape-ecology.org/events/regional.htm for diary of
future TALE events.
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